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THIS WOMAN'S BUSINESS IS WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
By ALISSA FRANC

_*,*. \*i 'K upon a time, not ma

j /"**-. sgo, I was introduced
U i, fair-haired young we

^awjt- pretty; in fact, on
.«v> nception of the t-,

S|g_k 1 who has never \<
[.JÊÈtWVm. mother's lavender-scent

home. I talked with her foi
*e«l to her appare

only to d

«¦r in the mid-t of the conversation that t

Wii mei '. inspector of weights ai

me::
of weights and measure

Which o i not imagine that such of
would be impersonated by

re« demeanor and a

il to know what the wot

looking young person cou:
her to let me jr«> wit

iiul of inspection. Permit
ommissioner Hartigan duly ol
lllied forth.I blindly followin

ly clad, demure figure of Mis

'. « Crmick.
a --rocery store on Sixth Avenu

«1. and just like real shoppers w

your best coffee?" my Httl
isly asked.

"Tv. nts a pound."
a pound," she replied, "and ;

your bCSt butter." Several "ten*.:

The suppose«! purchase finished
the giocer was asked to total up. Then m)
soft-voice«! young friend's demeanor suddenlj
changed. She whisked the grocer to one side

deftly took out n weight from her silver hand-
1 a*r a h. the tone of officialdom uttered the

words, "Scale inspector."
/he«l the goods with her own

examined the scale, announced all
well and gave the procer a certificate

.crning the whole transaction, so that

should h«' ever be accused of giving wrong

his would stand in his favor.
1 om shop to shop did we wander through

the Italian «juarter, always making purchases
that we never took with us, thrusting aside the
r«*d-faced, smiling tradesmen to reweigh his

foe«: t once did we receive anything
urtesy after so doing.

These men were perfectly satisfied that the
¦-hould exist and make her daily

did she nol protect them from unfair
ii from their neighboring shopkeep-

ntly represente,1 a type of vigi¬
lance to which they were accustomed, and once

again 1 was ama/.o«i to discover the excellent
:« rni- ««t friendliness that exist between offi¬
cialdom and the public in this city.
Of course, much of the harmony was due to

the tact, courage and businesslike bearing of

She Is a City Inspector Be¬
cause Shopping Is Pri¬

marilya Woman sJob
the inspector! Had she allowed herself to b<
hoodwinked or shown any dread of possible im¬

pertinence, her ta:-k would not have been an

one.

It was not difficult to sec why women hai]
been appointed for such a job. Commissioner
Hartifan'i common sense had told him that a

woman is more at home in a store than a man,

and shopping for the- household always has
been and always will be more of a woman's joh
than a man's.

But hardly ever does she catch the small

eper.
Six years ago, when Miss McCormick first

began UM work, conditions were very different.
The number of dishonest tradesmen averaged
very high. Rut since these regular shop-to-
.hop investigation! of weights and measures

a great light has shown them the wisest course

to pursue.
Non-F'nglish-spcaking foreigners are always

difficult to deal with, not so much that they
wish to defraud, as thai they seem to have no

ption of exact weight as such. If, for

instance, one asks such a man for a bushel of
his reply will often be, "A large or a

small bushel?".meaning a big or little meas¬

ure of the coal.
Rut the inspector's job is not always as easy

and simple as this.
For instance, the Jewellers' Board of Trade

has been working in ('injunction with the Bu¬
reau of Weights and Measures to discover

frauds in karat and weight in the jewelry
Bold to the public.which is often by no means

which it is represented to be.
How many of us in the happy days of our

pending nuptials will stop to think whether or

not we are getting in the shape of a wedding
ring full value for the money we pay?
So one day Mr. Thomas P. Morgan, super¬

vising inspector of the Bureau of Weights ami
Measures, dressed up in his very best clothes
and took Mia«5 McCormick, in the most bride-
like attire she possessed, to purchase "the"
ring.

_1 first I refused to go," said Miss McCor¬
mick. "He was dressed up so that I was

ashamed to cross the street with him.''
However, to B tore they wandered,

after reading a sign at the window of the
shop to the effect that its owner would sell 14-
karat solid gold wedding rings for $3.75.

Mr. Morgan, Miss McCormick asserts, was

in his element. He insisted on telling the
sympathetic saleslady that he had waited five

Testing a lard Measure to Make Sure That Women \\ hose Pennies Are hew (Jet
\\ hat They Pay Lor

years for her to say "yes," and only last night
had she consented. And now he would not
allow her out of his sight for fear she should
change her mind, and so he wunted a wedding
ring, the purchase of which he deemed almost
as binding as a visit to the Mayor's office.

Didn't the saleslady think so? The saleslady
did think so, enthusiastically and at length,
without any regard whatsoever for the feel¬
ings of poor Miss McCormick, who tried in
vatn to keep a straight face.

Mr. Morgan asked for onu of the wedding

Every Day She Goes Her Rounds. Reweighing
or Remeasuring Goods, to the Satisfaction
ofHonest Tradesmen asWellasShoppers
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These Men Are Perfectly

Satisfied That the Scale

Inspector Should F.xlst

and Make H er Da 11 y

Round . Does She Sot

Protect Them from Un.

fair Competition on the

Part 01 Seighhoring

Shopkeepers?

ringi which were on display at the window
A tray lying near the counter was broughl
and a selection was made, after it had beer

ted that these were identical with tht
rings on display at the window.
Mr. Morgan asked the saleslady if the ring?

really were 14 karat. He was informed that
they were "14 krt 1 10".this being the mark
on them.

Next the inspector asked the meaning of
,rl 10."

"One-tenth was other metal," he was told.
Miss McCormick discovered that this was

not sufficient explanation for her, and with
an" air of bride-like innocence proceeded to ask
for further details. Smilingly, she was in¬
formed that nine-tenths of the ring was 14
karat solid gold and the other one-tenth of
base metal. And she was "stupid" enough
to have this repeated several times.

The ring was purchased, and Miss McCor-
mick and Mr. Morgan left the shop to give
the ring into the hands of the United States

Assay Office. When assayed, the ring showed
a fineness of 52 100, which is equivalent to

1.25 100 karats. The remainder of the ring
proved to be brass and alloy.
The jeweller tried to defend himself, in spite

of the emphatic statements of the woman in

the shop to the effect that 14 krt 1 10 was in¬

tended to mean that nine-tenths of the ring
was 14 karat gold. But the magistrate main¬
tained that h¡3 personal opinion was that such
marking of jewelry was calculated to deceive
the public.
"They are trying to bunco the public into

something that was not as represented," was

his verdict.
So, too, one fine day Miss McCormick and

Mr. Morgan dressed as a motorman and his
wife. They passed a certain pawnbroker's
shop and saw displayed in the window a wom¬

an's bracelet, marked "$12.Solid Gold."
Mr. Morgan asked to see the bracelet. There

were several people in the store at the time,
and the young daughter of the owner of the
shop was requested to wait on the couple.
The girl took the bracelet out of the shop

window and, after much parby back and forth,
Mr. Morgan bought the bracelet, receiving a

written guarantee which read, "A solid gold
bracelet, 14 Kt., for $12." This guarantee
bore the printed signature of the vender and a

large red seal.
The Assay Office, however, proved that the

bracelet was 5.37 karat. The pawnbroker

pleaded guilty, and received suspended «**v
tence.

Not always are cases so easy to catea.
So did a certain colleague of Miss ""((v

miek have great trouble regarding a cm
dealer. The bureau had had several ec-a.
plaints that a certain company was deli***-*-»,
short weight.
The coal v.a : «ie'ivered in bags, each w*-»4

ing 100 pounds. The usual procedure incosl-w
liverie» is to rewcigh the «cal. once it has fer¬
tile coal yard, as follows: The inspector,»
seeing the coal wagon draw up to the ho*-»
takes the man and his load to reweigh on n
official scale.gross.
Then he allows the man to deliver his W

rewcighing the man and his wagon on tá¬
same officia! scale, thus by suhtraetion gettis*
the tare weight of the quantity delivers-L J,
this particular instance, however, the in-*-,
tor knew that his man was too wily forja*
a deal. So he had a ser.le placed in theedk*
and went down there himself, giving out «that
he wanted to look over one of the bins.
When the man had finished unloadinf ih-

inspector shouted: "Finished?"
The man called hack: "Yes."
"Got the whole ton in?" again asked the hi.

spector.
"Yes, the whole ton." repeated the man,
"Very well," commented the inspector, and

proceeded to make preparations for re»«-^
ing.

"Stop/* called the man, on seeing thia. 1
have a few more bags under the seat."
The secret was out. The man had been hid¬

ing under the seat of his wagon with each de¬
livery several bags. Had the inspector it-

weighed in the usual manner, deducting th-
tare from the gross, the fraud would api-i
have gone undiscovered.

"It must be borne in mind that the ia*"*e*.
tors must always think quicker than (bau,
and sometimes it is hard work," said my too-
panion.

So. too, in the case of a butcher who wt*
known to be a cheat, but who somehow tecM
never be caught. One of the inspector! m-tended to be extremely intoxicated while buy¬
ing a large-sized turkey. This was too asch
of a temptation for the butcher and he ssder-
weighed by two pounds.
Never was butcher in such a rage m tkh

one when he discovered that his purcbtar
was really very sober indeed.
Thus did my day's journey leave me musißt

When we make our annual balance sheet asd
discover the sum against taxes,.whkh in¬
variably fills us with dismay,.let us resliz'
that v.-c are getting something very deftniu
and personal for our money When are thim
of the honest tradesman being specially grows
for us, and the amount we could he eheste!
out of each day if it were not for this »Usdr
policing, the work seems well worth them«.1«*

For how many of us pause to add and mul¬
tiply and watch carefully when makim* our

regular rounds of shopping?.to ssy nothisi
of those who serenely telephone the daily orekr
without making any attempt to watch whit
they receive in return for the money they will
be called upon to pay.

HOW SCHOOLGIRLS ARE BEING TRAINED TO FIGHT OLD H. C. OF L.

By MARY GRAHAM BONNER

ÜBLIC SCHOOL 45 is a voca¬

tional school. It is known,
perhaps, better than any other
in the city because of the Gary

rimentations which have
n tried there. We may or

we may not be in favor of

Gary school?. They often
sound a bit wild, to be sure. But somehow
1 am strongly in favor of P. B. 4«r>, not because

of its Gary theori«.**, but because of the prac¬
tical demonstration of results which I have
seen in thi_ school.
Among the other vocations offered there Is

a course in domestic science. It is divided into

three terms in the school year, with different

girls taking instruction in the different terms.

And it was to see the working of this class

from the first «bf the morning until some time

after the luncheon hour that I last visited the

school.
Up many stairs, through doors, and I was in

a large room with gas stoves lining the walls,
electric rjieh washers, electric towel washers,
pan«, crockery, sinks.everything pertaining to

a kitchen. There were tables with empty trays
and dishes Ix-ing prepared for them. There was

a cash register, and high* on the wall a menu of
the day's meal.
WHKRK HOUSEWORK IS INTERESTING

Everything like a kitchen.yes.in one way.

But in another vastly different. Here was none

of the look of the drudgery of cooking, clean¬
ing, washing, toiling. Here were happy chil¬

dren occupied with turning queer vegetables
and raw meat, sugar, flour and butter into dc-
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Hciou8 hot meats, salad.**, vegetables, cake, pud¬
dings, cocoa.
Here was a new attitude toward cooking. It

was something interesting. They enjoyed it!
During the first period in the morning of the

domestic science class.and-there let it be said
that the work is for different girls of the class
at different hours, so that their school work is
uninterrupted.there is a class in practical
theory. The girls learn economy, management,

'ical points so necessary .o their future.
(iirls are sent out in the morning to do the

marketing for the day. They buy the perish¬
able things at this time, such as lettuce, milk;
while in the afternoon other girls go for the
lasting things, such as cans of tomatoes, spa¬
ghetti. The girl who buys the most wisely is
given the highest mark.
They are all intrusted with the care of

money. They are taught to pay for everything
as they go. Then the day's expenditures can-

so much more easily be checked. They .are

taught the difference between good, crisp let¬
tuce and lettuce that is soft, old. A practical
woman, who is employed to take care of some
of the final cleaning up in the afternoon shows
this side of housekeeping.
PRACTICAL LESSON'S IN MARKETING
All the girls are marked for ability in shop¬

ping. The volunteer waitresses receive
day for their work. One small

girl who has been an efficient waitress since
September confided to me tfiat she purchasçd
all her Christmas presents last year with her
own earnings.and she had given lovely pres¬
ents!

But the children were returning from their
marketing. Taking off hats and coats, they
were showing the teacher, Miss Allen, what
they had bought.
They know of the high cost of living. They

know that more than ever before they must
think before they buy. Just because they are

buying potatoes it must not mean that they
must be indifferent to the looks of potatoes.
for if they learn how to buy potatoes well
will they not have more money for the rainy
day?
The children in the kitchen wear white cape

and white aprons. Attached to each girl's
apron is her own tow!. She i« immaculate.

king? Perhaps
it was- not sou- «r mother's
or grandmother'» day, back in Italy {lor this it

largely an Italian neighborhood), but the little
girls know how much this idea of cleanliness
will help the Board of Health and assist in the
fight against germs!
_

LUNCHEON FOR THE SCHOOL.
And how they are working! The girls are

keenly absorbed in the culinary experiments
Little arms with long spoon«* are stirring, stir
ring. Meals to be made for over one hundred
people! No wonder the little chefs are busy.
No wonder they feel responsibility. No won¬

der there is a thrill in feeling that they are

turning out a restaurant luncheon.
The menus for the day had arrived from the

print shop downstairs. P. S. 45 can look after
itself! And the account sheets for the day and
week that each child in the theory class keeps
and hands in weekly are printed by the school
boys.

Luncheon was ready. The first group was

arriving. There were about one hundred and
twenty-live children ready to eat in the school.
Had it been a rainy day, I was told, there
would have been double that number. On the
rainy days the cooks are even busier.
Luncheon is always served in two periods.

And such a luncheon as they had prepared!
Cream of celery soup, braised beef, brown po¬
tatoes and gravy.luscious gravy. There were

creamed onions, spaghetti with tomatoes and
cheese. Potato and celery salad, or lettuce
with mayonnaise dressing. Cabinet pudding
and lemon layer cake. Coffee, cocos, milk and
tea were to be had, and rolls.the last item
the only part of the luncheon not made by the
children of the domestic science class.
And at the end of the first period for lunch¬

eon half of the little hungry people had had
their noon meal.an excellent one for ten cents
.sometimes for more, and sometimes for as

little as five cent?, when they had brought
sandwiches from home and only wanted hot
soup.

The second period for luncheon had com¬

menced. The teachers were served by the vol¬
unteer waitresses, and a mite took our quite
large and complicated order with accurate ef¬
ficiency and brought back trays filled just as

we had requested.
DIPLOMACY AND DISH-WASHING

Then came the dull part of the course!
"Diplomacy," said Miss Allen, "is what-we must
use here. No one enjoys dish-washing and
cleaning up. But by changing the girls'
routine from week to week, giving each dif¬
ferent tasks for the different weeks, every¬
thing is divided equally and they all come to
realize that there must always be some drudg¬
ery in every work. Now they do not mind it.
Cooking is such fun; shopping is interesting.
To pick out a good head of lettuce is as im¬
portant to them as to pick out a hair ribbon
or a scarf."

There are the electric dish washers which
do the countless plates. The "practical wom¬

an" stands over this end of the work. Then
cernes the dish-drying. Each child gets her
pan ready for the clean dishes and sets to work
to put things to rights.
One small girl presses the cash register

with might and main, snd gets the slips in
readiness for Mrs. Wsgner, who has a period
at this time of accounts, expenditures, credits,
and the copying of recipes. "You see," she
said, "other schools are going to try to have
their own lunch rooms and domestic science
.ourses. We sre sending them some of our

recipe«. The girls are copying them before
they go to the print shop."
"The print shop of the school?" I aske«!

doubtfully.
"Oh, yes," she smiled. 'Everything is done

by our own children."
Others have gone shopping for the morrow's

meal, while some are cooking again, making

cakes, mixing, beating, stirring and baking de¬
lectable dishes.

It was all so efficiently done, I thought to

myself, and the food seemed dainty, and ex¬

pensive. Some one must be at the back of this.
The money spent for luncheons by the children
could surely not pay for all.

Perhaps some enthusiast was helping the
school in this branch of work. Some rich
man, maybe, who was glsd to see that a radi¬
cal school was still teaching girls to cook and
pay for what they got. He might have been
so relieved to hear there were women being
brought up who would not "charge and send."

"I want to ask some questions," I ventured.
"Yes," Mrs. Wagner replied. "I would be

glad to tell you anything. These children are

such a help to their parents. The mothers
arc delighted with the course. To stay at home
and make a cake is a joy now.not a hardship
for them. They are proud of what they learn,
and they help their mothers to buy."
"The luncheon was delicious," I said. "But

it must be a great expense to have so much for
such little money. Is this kept up largely by
contributions?"

THE WORK SUPPORTS ITSELF
Mrs-. Wagner looked slightly hurt, then sur¬

prised, then she laughed.
"We more than meet expenses, ourselves,"

she said. "We have accumulative profits now

of about $250, for the school season thus far.
We make about $8 a week despite the high
cost of living. We have not had to raise any
of our prices for food, even though we are pay¬
ing more for provisions.

"It has been systematized.that is the
answer. We have studied how to buy, how to

cook, how to watch the daily accounts. Before
we could make more, perhaps, but as long as

we are ahead we shall not raise our prices.
A child spends, upon an average, ten cents
a day. We pay for our food, and for the
"practical woman" who does so much of the

paring of vegetables, clesning; we pay for our

little waitresses and for a great deal of our

equipment. We have had no new equipment
from the Board of Educstion for a year snd
a half. We bought a good many extra things
in September.we paid for them, and we sre

-»till a little ahead."
"What about the breakage of dishes?"!

asked as three fell from a trsy to the floor with
a crash.

"We pay for them, too," she laughed, "Tbit
comes out of the general losses. You tea wf
rooms are not complete. When the new «mm1
is finished we shall have more adecjuste ttttt*
of looking after dishes. Now the child«'.
have to put their pans on the floor, snd th«»
is no special way they can come In or fo -**-'.

for the location of stoves, sinks, tables it w«

yet as efficiently arranged as we would lik'-
"And in our new annex," continued Mn

Wagner, "we are to have a suite of rota*-
The children will be taught housekeeping tat

AN OLD TASK DONE IN A NEW WAY
For a sample of efficiency Public School I

in The Bronx, has a domestic science ctaa
worthy of notice. The children are t-top
along practical lines worthy of imita»1
whether one is a student of domestic eeotttsT*
or a housekeeper who would like U> set m*
others manage. The clear account«, the «¦*>.
ness rtThnagement, are worthy of attention. «»
the luncheon they serve is very worthy of***'
ing and enjoying!
The domestic science course of P- S. «I

have its theories.but of what hat* *"

theories when they are really put to jaattsr-
purposes? It is then that a theory «Mgfrom its cell of imprisonment and actaai.
proves to amount to something! .»-.«i
As Mr. Patri, the principal, said: ¦*****¦

these children an inspiration to see? T***?
they can work and accomplish is daily am*

amazing, more gratifying." .^¿^
And as I left I thought of those eWJin their own homes later on.cooking^»*,

a drudgery task, but as a work to be d<>t*
f

.a work as interesting as that of any ******

and an important work, too! ,, «l,
For what is any one without good í<¡oi*l/m

answer is simple, but while it comes to 0"r*T?j
let us draw a grateful brea'h that in this n*.
of new ideas and rushing, blinding *lY'^
ments the biggest expertmental gtg'x,0;Jlgl-is showing how well its girls cas acctmp****-*
the most old-fashioned task of woman.
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